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EMERGENCIES TO BE THEME 
OF PPRAA MEETING ON 
JANUARY 10 AT RED CROSS 


The. January meeting of the PPRAA, 
at the Red Gross Genter on January 10, 
coming near the ARRL Simulated Emer- 
gency Test (January 27-28) will feature 
a program built around "emergencies, "' 

Featured speaker will be Battalion 
Chief B, Bailey, of the Colorado Springs 
Fire Department, chief of the fire depart- 
ment's training division for six years, who 
will show the film "Pulse of Life," usedin 
conjunction with 'Rescuscianne, "a trains 
ing dummy used to demonstrate closed 
chest cardiac compression and mouth-to -~ 
mouth rescusitation, 

Plans also call for talks on emerg - 
ency operation and on AREC by EC George 
Kowalski, W$GCH, ance on RACES by Ge- 
cil Wood, W§TV (provided he doesn't use 
his broken arm during the talk, ) 

Attempts are als@being made to get 
Mr, Mcilrath, Red Cross Director, and 
Col, Willoughby, Colorade Springs Civil 
possible 
calks on the part amateur radio would play 
in their operations in an emergency. 

The meeting will start, as usual, at 
8p.m., with coffee and door prizes. 
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VOTE TO BE HELD ON 
CLUB ACTION ON ARRL 
MEMBERSHIP COSTS 


PPRAA members attending the Tan- 
uary meeting will have an opportunity to 
vote on a club proposal on the handling 
of ARRL memberships. 

On all new-or renewed ARRL mem- 
berships handledthroughthe club, 50 cents 
of the $6, 50 annual membership fee reverts 
to the club, 

Following a practice by many other 
clubs, it hasbeen proposed bythe Board 


of IMrectors that the 50 cents which would 


normally go to the club be credited, iv- 
steadtothe member, making the member- 
ship cost tothose joining through the club 
only $6 per year., with the club absorb. 
ing the cost of forwarding the application 
and fee to ARRL headquarters, 

Members will be able to state their 
approval or disapproval of this proposal 
by voting at the meeting. 

~0-0-0-0- 
RECEIVE LETTER OF THANKS 

Aletter was received by the PPRAA 
ia December from Penrose Hospital, thank~ 
ing the clubfor the assistance at the hosp- 

(See LETTER OF THANKS) 

~~-on Page 3 
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The PPRAA meets on the second Weduesday of each month in the Red Cross Cen- 


ter, 1600 N. Cascade Ave., starting at 8 p. m. 


persons are invited. 


All radio amateurs and other interested 


COPY DEADLINE for the FEBRUARY § Beat will be January 31 


Editorial 
YOUR AMATEUR IDENTITY 

(About the time we---editorial we, 
that is, weretr ying to figure out something 
inthe way of an editorial for this issue, but 
having a hard time shaking the “holiday 
lethargy" along came the January ARRL 
"CD Bulletin"---Comimunications Dept. , 
that is, not Civil Defense---with an excel- 
lent "theme" by WINJM, George Hart--so 
appropriate we are taking the liberty of 
"borrowing" it as the "guest editorial" this 
month, Thanks - NJM!--Editor) 

"We ariateurs sometimes forcet we 
are amateurs and think we are ordinary 
people in their right minds. The fact is 
that as amateurs we are not Joe Smith or 
Bill Jones, but a five or six character set 
of letters and digits. This is how we are 
identified on the air, and this is how many 
of us come to be known, 

"Years ago, when amateur radio was 
almost exclusively c.w., the 'handle' was 
of no concern or interest to anyone, and yet 
we had just as much fraternization then as 
we do now; maybe more, We were known 
by the suffix of our call signs. This was 
our amateur identity; this and no other," 

(I can testify to this---for years, as 
W7HUI, I was known in the Portland, Ore- 
gon area as "Huey, ''--Editor) 

"That call signs are sacred to most 
amateurs was pretty accurately demon- 
stratedrecently when FCC proposed to as- 
sign two-letter calls to those who acquired 
extra-class licenses -- whether they des- 
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ired the change or not. The proposal was 
ermmphatically booed down. Most of us pre- 
fer to keep the identity athe air by which 
we have become known through the years, 
despite the tendency nowadays to insist on 
knowing the other's 'handle' and the ocas- 


sional signing of a contest log or net re--> 


port without including the call letters. 
"Every one of you has had an exper- 
ience such as being asked if you know Joe 
Blow of East Overshoe, who is also a ham, 
You smile indulgently and ask for his call 
letters; without them. Joe Blow is a nothing- 
as far as amateur radio is concerned. 
"Use your call letters, fellows and 
There is no other call just like it. 
It identifies you as can no given name as- 
signed you at birth by parent: often more 
interested in perpetuating thémselves or 
the memories of ancestors than in estab - 
lishing your own identity. No matter hw 
unusual your given, name, there is an ex- 
cellent chance that someone has one ex- 
actly like it -- sometimes many. 
else has the same callletters., 
"Unfortunatly, when we move about, 
it's not always possible to retain our call 
letters. Many amateurs attempt to holdon 
totheir old calls by establishing some sort 
of residence or address in their old cal 
area, and continue to be known by their 
former call although legally they must use 
their new call on the air. This doesn't 
seem to make too much sense, although we 
(Continued on following page) 


gals, 


No one 


